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- New Lenox Chamber
- Citizen of the Year Judy
Niemann the driving force
behind many village events.
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Judy Niemann of Mokena owns Dunn & Niemann Real Estate and was the New
Lenox Chamber’s Citizen of the Year.



[image: image2.jpg]2 Wednesday, May 27, 2009 The Herald News

ollege students,

veterans, entre-

preneurs, dis-

abled citizens
and the needy—all and
many more people have
benefited through the
years from the volunteer
efforts of Judy Nie-
mann.

Still, Niemann was
shocked recently when
she learned she was
named Citizen of the
Year by the New Lenox
Chamber of Commerce.

“lI was really sur-
prised,” said Niemann, a
real estate broker with
Dunn & Niemann Real
Estate in New Lenox. “I
didn’t think I had done

anything special. I just
do things I like to do.”

The honor for Niemann
came after an accumula-
tion of decades of busi-
ness achievements and
community activities.

A member of the New
Lenox Chamber of Com-
merce since 1961, she
helped organize events
for Proud American Days
and assisted with the
Chamber’s business
expo, golf outing and raf-
fle. Atthe last New Lenox
Chamber Expo, Niemann
conducted interviews for
New Lenox Cable Chan-
nel 6.

She has also been ac-
tive with the Mokena

hometown heroes

Village reaps benefits from Niemann’s service

Chamber of Commerce,
where she served as
president for seven years
and was named Woman
of the Year.

A charter member of
the Lincoln-Way Area

Business Women’s Orga-

nization, Niemann has
served for more than 25
years as chairman of the
Christmas auction, the
group’s largest event to
raise funds for scholar-
ships for young women
in the Lincoln-Way area.

She also belongs to the
Ladies Auxiliary of the
American Legion and
has hosted parties and
events for residents of
the Manteno Veterans
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Home. She has been a
member of Trinity Lu-
theran Church since

1950 and has taught Sun-

day School and volun-
teered for Morningstar
Mission to serve meals
to the needy. Niemann is
a member of the Three
Rivers Association of Re-
altors.

Realtor career

Niemann entered the
real estate business 42
years ago with her moth-
er, Betty Dunn, the first
real estate agent in New
Lenox. The Niemann &
Dunn Real Estate office
on North Cedar is not far
from where Niemann
grew up on-a farm on
Francis Road. “Back then
it was a one-lane gravel
road,” Niemann re-
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called.

She attended Haven
and Oakview grade
schools and attended
Lincoln-Way High
School, where she played
saxophone in the school
band and was active in 4-
H. She graduated in
1963.

In 1967, she started
working at her mother’s
office. At first, she wasn’t
sure real estate was for
her, but it wasn’t long be-
fore she discovered an
aptitude for it.

As New Lenox grew
through the years, Nie-
mann & Dunn continued
to serve the town and
surrounding communi-
ties. “We’ve always kept
our business small,” Nie-
mann said. “We never
wanted to get big.”

Niemann said she likes
how New Lenox has de-
veloped with more shop-
ping and services for
residents. She said she
particularly likes the
Commons area. “The
people in the village are
so interested in seeing
the progress and pros-
perity,” she said.

At the banquet honoring
her as Citizen of the Year,
Niemann received official
recognition from New
Lenox Mayor Tim Balder-
mann and State Rep. Renee
Kosel and the Illinois Gen-
eral Assembly.

Niemann is married to
Edward VanderVeen and
has two grandsons, Park-
er and Jeffrey Niemann,
both students at Lincoln-
Way Central High
School.





